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THIRTIETH CONGRESS?
, FIRST 8ES8ION.

[Extracts from our Daily Reports.']
v IN SENATE.

Wednesday, July ft, 1848.
The VICE PRESIDENT Uid before the Senate a co'ra-

munictttiotf from the Secretory ut the 'freest*?, made in com¬

pliance with a resolution of the Senate of tbe 25th May last,
.communicating information as to the. manner in which the
interest on the public debt fhas been paid.

[The Secretary states that circulars have been addressed to
all the agents, giving notice that the interest on the public
debt must be paid in specie ; that remittances were made by
the Treasurer of the United States, by drafts payable in
specie, and so paid in favor of those agencies in the several
depositories, for tbe purpose of paying the public debt in
tcdin. That on the 16th May last a rumor of a possible vio¬
lation of the law, unaccompanied by any evidence, reached
the Department, when circulars were again sent. The Se¬
cretary says there is no evidence of any violation of the law
by any qf the disburaing officers. The specie is in their pos¬
session but a very few days before it is disbursed, and there
can be no motive with them for violating the law. The letter
states that under all the circumstances it has been thouhtg most
wise to discontinue the formersgencies at Boston, New York,
Philadelphia, and Charleston, and to assign the duty of payingt£e interest on the public debt there on the 1st of July, 1848,
to the Assistant Treasurers at those places, to whom the duty
would originally have been assigned if sufficient means had
been placed by Congress at the disposal of the Department.
The duty of paying the *emi annual interest on the public
debt is represented as onerous and important. The public
debt, including the stock and Treasury notes still authorized
to be issued, amounts to $65,778,540 41; the interest on
hich must be paid punctually semi-annually, embracing a

very great number of names, including attorneys, trustee*,
executors, and administrator^ and several hundred pages of

"schedules of names and amounts; and the Secretary says
these payments cannot be made with punctuality and certainty
ithoul additional clerical force in the office of the Assistant

Treasurer, and without an additional appropriation, which
at this srsnon, is requested from Congress.
The Secretary go« s on to show, as satisfactory proof to the

Senate that the Department has carried into full operation
the provisions of the law, the tables of the Register of the
Treasury, establishing.

1st. That during the seventeen months of the operation of
the Sub'.reasury the payments in specie into the Treasury have
been $67,801,776 22, and during the same period the dis¬
bursement in specie has been $69,059,574 81 5 that during
the seventeen months the aggregate of receipts and disburse¬
ments has been $136,861,351 03. The coinage at the mint
during three years and three months has been $36,507,119 07
under the special order of the Department, or several millions
of d >tlars more than in thirty-seven years preceding.fiom
1792 to 1830 ]

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, or leave, introduced a bill
to provide for a survey of the Red river, from its mouth to

the head of its navigable waters."
On presenting tbe bill, Mr. J. remarked that a bill passedthe Ssnate a few days since directing the Secretary of Wat to

Retail fr>m the Corps of Topographical Engineers a compe¬
tent officer to proceed forthwith to the State of Louisiana,
there to survey the mouth of Red river, with s view to ascer¬
tain the most practicable mode of rendering tbe mouth of said
river navigable for steamboats st all seasons of the year. This
survey, although highly important, (for, in consequence of a
lirge sand-bar formed at the mouth of the river, its navigation
Is nearly excluded from the Mississippi,) is not all that is re¬
quired. There are other obstructions to the navigation of the
Red river at dirterent points which should be .ernoved. The
fall* at Alexandria may be rendered navigable at alt seasons,
and the remains of the great raft in the river above Shreve-
iport may be readily removed; but these are national works,
which require appropriations by Congress. One hundred
thousand dollars would probably be sufficient.

Mr. J. argued to show the importance of in?proving the na¬
vigation of this great river, in a national point of view, and
the obligations of tbe National Government to make the ne<
ce**arv appropriations for the purpose. Three Stales, he
(said.Louisiana, Arkansas, snd Texas.are directly and
deeply interested in tbe navigation of the Red river; a large
pbrtion of their most valuable productions are greatly reduced
in value in consequence of the obstructions to the navigation
of Red river. Petitions, numerourfy signed by the citisensof
Arkansas and Louisiana, praying appropriations to be made
by C ongress f«»r the removal of the great ratt and other ob¬
structions to tbe navigation of Red river, were presented to
the Senate and referred to the Committee on Commerce, some

early hi the session, but no report had been made,
considered it his duty, therefore, to introduce th« bill.

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRE88.
The resolution from the Hocse touching tbe adjournment^ Congress on ihs 17th July, came up in its order as the
ifimshed business t wbea , «T "

Mr. MLES rose to say that, en another occasion, he bad
pressed the opinion that this debate had gone tar enough,
1 that it was time to check it, snd gave notice to Mr.
LAYroir '.hat, if there was any departure from the questionsfore tbe Senate, be should call to order.
Mr. CLAYTON rose, snd hsd not proceeded far when
r. >'11 its called to order, making the point that the debate
as irrelevant and "improper, and never before tolerated in the
r.ate since he had the honor of a seat in tbe body.Mr. WESTCOTT bad inspected the rules, and confessed
have found nothing ia them to restrain debate. TTiis de-
Hl was a matter of tasls altogether, and for the Senate to

^|de< :de. If tbe 8eqpte could shew who of the candidates had
e most resources and best talents for the station of Presi-

lent, the people would have no further trouble about the
natter, and could give their vjte in acorJaace with the
iew* of the Senate.
Mr, CLAYTON alloded to the fact that, when Mr.
oori introduced the subject of the qualities of Genersl
'sylor for tbe station, bs had said that his (Mr. C's.)ile of the chamber was anxious to adjourn, to avoid a dis-

3tHh"ion on certain subjects connected with the Presidency, to
hich he meent to provoke them. Mr. C. appealed to the

jwnee of justice and generosity of the other side, to permit
inn to make an«wer to matters in which he had been per-
or.aliy alluded to.
The VICE PRESIDENT decided that the debate was
Of order and uncalled for.

Mr. CLAYTON appealed from the decision of the

Mr. MANGUM ssid that, with a view to disembarrass the
/hair and the Senate, be should re>ve to lay tbe question of
arder and sppeal on the table, in order to allow the Senator
rom Delaware to proeetd. .

Mr. TURNEY adverted to the fact that the Senator from
aware hsd already been pronounced out of order by the

'hair; and was be to be permitted to proceed out of order '

Mr. CALHOt.N would have greatly preferred that no de-
ate had arisen on the subject, and also regretted that it had
ot been arrested in its incipiency, snd the question of order
eve been earlier made. If it could be understood that the
ebet* would cease to-day, and no other occurrence of the
md be permitted to take place, he should be for allowing the
'

ator from Delaware to reply.
Mr. BERRIEN was clearly ef opinion with the Senator

rom South Carolina, that the debate ought to have been at-
estej in its incipiency, and appealed to Senators whether
hef were meeting the just expectations of tbe people if
hey debated extraneous matters when there was so much
»u«mes« of importance te transect * He could not acquiesce
n the motion of hia friend from Nefth Carolina, (Mr. \f*»-
ii!*,) though be regretie.! to prevent his distinguished
Her.'l (Mr. Cutto*) from replying. He felt K a< being
lis imperious duty to g» with the Senator from Connecticut,
[Mr. Nina,) who bad taken tbe stand which all should
«ave done.
Mr* FOOTE, with hie usual energy, maintained that the

lebate was strictly in order. H<> insi«ted ihai no Senator
ght hypocritically to conceal his opinions en any great sub-

In which the interests of the country were so vitally con¬
ed aa they were in that of the Presidential election. He
never concealed his thoughts : he had charged H aa hie

inion that the object of the other side of the chamber in

voting for an early adjournment was to avoid certain isaues
connected with the Presidential quouon ; and, so believing
wm he not bounJ to give hi# opinio! ' W hen que«uon« weie

at istue from which the moat awful ronaequences might ensue,
had he not the right to insist that the aeasion should not close
until it was declared on what grout}!' they atood ' He con-

fessed that he did not anticipate Ejection from the quarter
which it came. He alluded to the| times of the great discus¬
sion between Messrs. Hayne and Webster, when the latter, in
a speech that had never been aurpfosed in ancient or modern
time*, had discussed every thing connected with the policy of
the Government, from its iucipfency to that time, without
ever glancing at the public land*, >he question immediately be¬
fore the Senate. He insisted ttyt the debate was strictly in
accordance with Senatorial usage, and that the case to which
be had alluded justified the eour4B then tuken. He was but
a young Senator, it was true, and more likely to be misled
than others 5 but if he erred in his views, he did to in company
with maov of the oldest, wisest, and moat eloquent Senators
that bad ever held seats in the body. He was in favor of per¬
mitting the Senator from Delaware ^0 proceed, and thought
that to prohibit him would.be doirig hit* a groan personal wrong.

Mr. HAMLIN was for sustaining tie decision of the Chair,
without pronouncing any opiniettjUi tf the relevancy or irrele¬
vancy of the debate. '

Ml. CLAYTON withdrew M! tfpal from the decision of
the Uhair. *

Mr. MANGUM then moved that the Senator from Dela¬
ware have leave to proceed ; and on that question demanded
the yeas and nays, which were ordered.

Mr. BERRIEN thought the motion was neither more nor

less than that the Senator from Delaware be allowed to pro¬
ceed out of order.

Mr. DOWNS' aaid, if the debate had been limited to one
side be should frel the injustice of not permitting the Senator
from Delaware to proceed ; but such was not the fact. Both
sides had been fairly heard, the Senator from North Carolina
(Mr. Mangu^) having occupieda portion of two days. The
debate was sq far perfectly equal: but, then, to have a speech
from one ot the most powerful and eloquent Senators of the
other side without reply would be rather impolitic. Besides,
the present period was important to the business of the Senate,

Mr. BORLAND thought it rather premature to pronounce
the Senator from Delaware out of older before he made his
speech, jt was rather strange to make him out of order in
advance. How could they tell that he might not speak di¬
rectly to tie question.

Mr. BADGER denied the correctness of the decision of the
Ohair, aid expressed his regret that the appeal should have
been withdrawn. When a debate ensues not strictly perti¬
nent to the question before the Senate, it is the duty of the
presiding officer to arrest it; but, if that is not done, it in¬
volves the unanimous consent of the Senate that it should go
on, and then it is taken without the rule. Mr. B. alluded to
the case during the present session where the debate took a

wider range than the question before them warranted, as ad¬
mitted by the Chair ; but that officer, not having arrested it
in the outset, did not feel himself at liberty to do so after it
had progressed. He therefore could not very well see the
consistency of the decision of the Chair in pronouncing the
present debate out of order, when he had made the decision
just aiiuded to in a precisely similar case.
Mr.WESTCOTT could see no great harm in th* debate.

He was opposed to calls to order for irrelevancy, as calculated
to suppress the range of debate.
The debate was further continued bv Messrs. BUTLER,

FOOTE, NILES, JOHNSON, of Maryland, and others;
when.

Mr. BRIGHT moved to postpone the further consideration
of the subject to take up the Oregon bill; on which question
he demanded the yeas and nays, which were ordered ; and
the question was decided in the negative, as follows :

YEAS.Meaars. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Benton, Brad-
bur}-, Breese, Bright, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge, Downs, Felch,
Fitzgerald, Hunter, Johnson, of Georgia, Lewis, Mason, Se-
basiinn, Sturgeon, Walker.stO.
NAYS.Messrs. Badger, Bell, Berrien, Borland, Butler,

Calhoun, Cameron, Clarke, Clavton, Davis, of Massachusetts,
Davis, of Mississippi, Dayton, Foote, Greene, Hale, Hamlin,
Johnson, of Maryland,-Johnson, of Louisiana, Metcalfe, M*ii-
gum, Miller, Nile*, Phelps, Rusk, Spnunce, Turney, Un«fct-
wood, Upham, Westeott.29.

Mr. TURNEY then moved to lay the resolution on the
table, on the ground that the morning hour would be wanted
from day to day in discussing irrelevant subjects, and demand-
ed the yeas and nays, which were ordered. The question
being taken it was decided in the negative, as follows:
YEAS.Messrs. Benton, Davis, of Mississippi, Downs,

Hunter, Johnson, of (>eorgia, Lew is, Mason, Husk, Sebas¬
tian, Sturgeon, Turner.11.
N AYS.Messrs. Aflen, Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Bell,

Berrien, Borland, Bradberr, Breese,. Bright. Butler, Cal¬
houn, Cameron, Clarke, Clayton, Corwin. Dsvis, of Mas-
incbuaetts, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge, Felch, Fitzgerald, Foote,
Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Johnson, of Maryland, Johnson, ot
Lou 1 sana, Mangura, Metcalfe, Miller, Niles, Pearce, Phelps,
Spruanee, Underwood, Upham, Walker, Westeott.39.

The debate was then further continued bv Messrs. BAD¬
GER, HUNTER, MANGUM, JOHNSON, of Georgia,
HALE, TURNEY, and others, when the question waa taken
on Mr. Makavm's motion to allow Mr. Clattox to proceed,
and decided in the affirmative as follows :

YEAS.Messrs. Badger, Bell, Borland, Breese, Calhoun,
Clarke, Corwin, Davis, ot Massachusetts, Davis,ot Mississip¬
pi, Dajton, Foote, Greene, Johnson, of Maryland, Johnson,
of Louisiana, Johnson, of Georgia, Lewis, Mangura, Metcalfe,
Miller, Pearee, Phelps, Husk, Spruanee, Underwood, Upham,Westeott.26.

NAYS.Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Benton, Berrien,
Bradburv, Bright, Butler, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge, Downs,
Felch, Fitzgerald, Hale, Hamlin, Hunter, Mason, Niles,
Sebastian, Turney, Walker, Yulee.22.

Mr. CLAY"! ON then rose and addressed the Senate at
great length and with great animation, defining his position
in relation to General Taylor, aod defending the position as¬
sumed by General Taylor.
The debate was alao participated in by Messrs. FOOTE,

FELCH, BREESE, WESTCOTT, JOHNSON, of Mary-
land, and others.
The question pending was upon tha motion of Mr. Bxioht

to strike out the 17th of July, and inaert the a 1st July.
Mr. DOW NS moved to postpone the consideration of the

resolution until Monday week.
After debate, in which Meaara. BERRIEN, BREESE.

DOWNS, LEWIS, TURNEY, and ALLEN participated,
the motion was decided in the negative : Yeas 19, nays 32.

Mr. BREESE then moved to poetpone until to-morrow
week, which was alao decided in the negative 1 Yeas 22,
nays 28.

After further deba'e, in which Meatra. DOWNS, BRIGHT,
RUSK, and B1TLER took part-

Mr. BELL moved to lay the resolution on the table, and
briefly stated his reasons for making the motion. This mo¬
tion was alao decided in the negative : Yeaa 25, nays 26.

Mr. DOW NS moved to amend the amendment by subeti-
ting the 14th Auguet for the 31 at July.

After debate by Messrs. ATHERTON, JOHNSON, of
Maryland, BRADBURY, and JOHNSON, of Georgia

Mr. LEWIS moved to lay the whole snbject on the table,
which was negatived.Yeaa 24, nays 26.

Mr. RUSK moved that the Senate adjourn Yeas 21,
nays 26.
The queetion was then taken upon the amendment of Mr.

Downs, substituting the 14th of August for the 91st ot July,
and determined in the negative.Ytas 14, naya 33.

After a few remarka from Measrs. DAYIS, of Mississippi,
and ALLEN. Vr

The queetion was taken upon the amendment of Mr.
Brisht, to strike out the 17th and insert the SJat July, and
it was determined in the affirmative.Yeas 30, nava lp.

After a few words from Mr. DICKINSON.
A motion was made by Mr. BRIGHT to lay the reeoiution

on the table, which was agreed to.Teas 24, nays 22.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Monday, July 3, 1848.

Mr. COLLAMER, by leave, introduced the following jaintreeoiution s

Retoh ed, lie. That two brasi field-pieces captured from
the enemy at the battle of Bennington, in the State of Ver¬
mont, in 177", no* in the possession of the United States, be
immediately well mounted, under the direction of the Secre-
tary of War, and delivered to the Governor of (he State of
Vermont, to be hereafter holden as the property at a*,,) State.
The reeoiution having been read a first and second time
Mr. COLLAMER addressed the Huuee to (he followingj effect: Mr. Speaker, a motion ha* now been entertained that

when this House adjourns it will adjourn to the 6th instant,
and fAuia, therefore, for all the practical purposes of this House,
the 4th of July. I therefore take this as a fitting occasion to
present this resolution. I am senaible that the House ha*
little of time or patience to listen to a subject to then of so
little interest or importance, and I will therefore state, as con-
risely a* poaaihle, the history of the two field-pieces mentionI ed in the resolution, and the claim of Vermont to the seme.

In 1776, before the declaration of independence, and im¬
mediately after the commencement of hoetilitiea with Eng
land, the people of Vermont, then called The New Hump»kin> Grant*, captured the fortreesesof Tie^nderogaand Crown
Point, and therein took one hundred and thirteen pieces of can-

I

non, Mix mortar*, and three howitzer*, good for service. These
aJl passed into the service of the United States, and the people of
Vermont have received therefor no compensation. This consti¬
tuted the basis of the artillery with which the war of the Jfcvolu¬
tion was achieved. In 1776 little but disaster attended the
American arms. In 1777 General Burgoyne entered the
country, from Canada, with bis imposing army of invasion
the best, appointed and best-furnished army, though not the
largest, ever landed in America. He captured Ticonderoga,
pened the whole Northern frontier, pushed forward to the
nudmn, and spread consternation through the country. It
should, however, be remarked that he had some proper appre¬
ciation of Vermont. In the published journal of his expedi¬
tion as it advanced will be found this entry of General Bur-
goyne: " The Hampshire drants, in particular, a country
unpeopled and almost unknown in the last war, [that is, the
old French war,] now abounds in the most active and most
rebellious race on the continent, and hangs like . gatherinir
storm upon my left." There was a depot of provisions at

Bennington, in Vermont, and a detachment of Burgoyne's
army under Col. Bauin was sent to capture it, and upon this
detachment this gathering storm burst like a tornado. Sir I
wish it remembered that no United States troops were present.
It was the people of \ ermant, assisted by their neighbors of
-\ew Hampshire under the gallunl Starke, and a few bold
neighbors from Berkshire, Massachusetts, who overthrew this
.ray under Baum, behind far log1>reastwork, and captured
over .even hunflred men, besides the killed and dispersed «
and then it was that they took these two fifld-pieces. Did
Ihey not belong to that people > But, sir, they were wanttd
by the country. They were taken down to the Hudson, and
constituted a part of the artillery in the battles ot" Bearuis's
Heights and Saratoga, which resulted in the capture of the
whole British army. They have been retained by the United
States ever since. Sir, the expenses of Vermont in the Re¬
volution have never been settled, or a dollar of them repaid.
Their eflorts at 1 iconderoga, at Hubbartoo, at Bennington,
and even those ol last war, when Vermont rose in mats and
wen to the rescue at Plattsburg, have never been adjusted or
a dollar paid therefor by this nation. All I now ask is, that
you return to Vermont these two field-pieces, which you have
kept seventy year#, and now, having worn out their carriages,
you have thrown them aside as valueless, outside vour arsenal .

and there, sir, you may now see ihera, neglccted and corrod-

Ik*! .uUt 18 chue,led oh tkein the precious memento
at they were captured at Bennington, 1777. This Govern¬

ment regards them as of no valu>. May we have them >

W ill you remount and return them > To us of Vermont they
are invaluable. W e will put them in the vestibule of our
granite capitol. and they shall be kept bnght, in patriotic,
filial, and grateful remembrance of our fathers' valor, \<rain
1 ask, may we have th-m ?

'

The resolution was then read a third time and passed
unanimously.

r

Wednesday, July 5, 1848.
The SPEAKER announced the report of the Committee

l.0 !!TrD' "1 th® accompanying resolutions on the mes¬
sage ot the President giving his reasons for withholding his
approval from the nver and harbor bill of last session, on the
memorial of the Chicago Convent,on, and on varls other
memorials for the improvement of rivers and harbors, as the
subject first in order.

as me

The resolutions were read as follow?:
Iieiolved, That the constitution of the United Stat*. vest,

m Congress the power to appropriate money to op«T£dTin
prove harbors, and remove obstruction, from navi^ble river,
inajl cases where such improvement! arc necessary to th.'
protection and tacility ot commerce with foreign nations or the
commerce among the States. * uauous or tlie

tthe/utel*«« of our national commerce
the common defence, and general welkre ot the United <U'es
require a judicious exercise of the foregoing powers.

j. BesonrJ, That the reasons assigned bv the President in
his veto message of December 15, 1847, for his refusal to im¬
prove and «ign the bill passed March S, 1847, making apm-L
pnations lor the improvement of certain lurbor. aud men
are deemed insufficient and unsati.&ctoiT.

'

4. fienhrd, That it would be inexpedient, and contrary to

r P""c,P.le* 3! the constitution, to give the general conie'nt ot
Congress, in advance ot legislation by the State, to the imoo.
sition ol tonnage duties by the ievLl Sute^ a mUK
kmi P°rt* *nd l"""bor* *l *hich »uch duties may be

' Th*1 ,th! T1?" of the Committee on Com-
morial ot the Chicago Convention, respect.nghaibor and river improvements, the President's measure ot

December 15, 184,, on the unit subject, and tlie bill referred
to said committee in relation to tot,uage duties with the mi.

, nor,ty report on the ..me .ubject,
Committee on Printing be directed to inquire luto the ex«e-
diencv of printing extra copies of said report.

'

Mr. 81MS, who was entitled to the floor, said he had no
disposition to occupy the time of the House at this late penod
of the session upon the subject of theee resolutions. He would
dK°CnPi[! ! \ r'gul*r neCfMBry business before them

ht°»iw ¦tteDdIed,to 1 »nd- ,n «o arrive at that result,
be would move to lay the report and resolutions on the table.

table
yCM D,y* Wefe °flJered the nKK,on 10 on the

Mr. McCLERNAND asked to be excused from voting, and
for leave to slate his reasons for his morion.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot be allowed to

state any reasons under the rule.
Mr. McCLERNAND, then, would vote against the reso-

10 *5Ct mU* the countrv

'^-«ormou.publK debt, and because, too, they could

tack, upci'the Administration" "

j *" -

YEAS.Me.ira. Atkinson, Bavly, Beale Bedm>»r R.rH

Frenkl^ClirlPB151!!"B'0"n'CWss,
III! w m A : c4^Lk. U ''liamson R. W. Cobb, CumI
WIW P H i r"' Festherston, Fisklin. Frie., f.reen,

HillS.e u
Harmanson, Ham.

Hill, GeorgeS. Houston, Inre, Charles J. Ineersoll Ivrrson

^^WAnj^LJKn^"l h
Johnson, Robert W. John-

chsrd ^. Rn.ii. ^0 !} B.nghsm, Bla.-

m.n 'ri n V 1|,okn*r. Butler. Cai.bj, Chap-
IS C^^TVwS* iV ? 1$ CoTT- Cranwin, Cro-
well, Croxier, IJaHing, Dickey. Dixon, Donneil, Dena.Kck-

Krobree, A- Lv*nt, If. Knnt Finn rlmdi«.

t.oggm, Gott, Grimiell, Hale. Nathan K. Hall. J. G Hanml
. F;'i" B. Holme., John W. Houl

Keilc^, r^'i i! ' nUn' '^,n* Je,,kin». -"ohn W. Jooes,
KeHogg, T. B. King D. P. King, William T. La»rente

II ,
' M"nn. Marsh, Marvin, Morehead Morris Mull.n

To^n A k/°k u*""*' l^00,,'>. .»«'"«. Rockwell,
isr flnLi^l VjT'n ??; St^John. Shirrell, S.lves-

X}.£ ?' Truman Smi.h, Stark-
Î L ei 11 Sta*rt. Tallmadge. Tavk r

Thibodaux, James Thompson, John B. ThompX, Willu*
Thompson, Thurston, ToOmbt, Turner. VanDvke Virion
Warren, Went worth. White, VMlson li>9.

''

Mr. McCLEU.A.VD had very little objection to the first

II i klT"1 ' rw»lution«, though he ronfsssed if he
bad been on that commiMee he would not have agreed to re-

port any of them- He thought it would have bj* .urfiCl*lt
lor the (ommittee to have made their report, and had that re-

port, together with the Prendei.t's veto message, circulated
among the people.

" ,wu

rhe ft'st resolution be looked upon aa rather loosely drawn
ami bany and vinous coostruct.ons would be put upon it!
Thll! T par?rul"r1ob>c,">n 10 f»r that resolution.

**~ond resolution he cotilJ vote for with great pleasure

unnecessary "vTuLX. *" ? "LI
unnecessary. He looked upon it, furthermore, as a direct
reflection on the President of the Tnited States. He d.lfcred
wtth the President, and did sot agree that the reasons be had
assigned in that veto message were good and sufficient, but
at the same time be was unwilling to give any vote in tbia
House which might be tortured into a censure of that ofik-er
for the simple reason that he, in the discharge of his duties'
was compelled to differ with him i and whatever difference of
opinion might exist between the President and himself as s

j member ofthie House, be wa« nevertheless obliged to pre-
siime that be had acted honestly in the discharge ®f his duties.
and the President had as good a right to differ f-om him as
hsd any member of this House.

"aj'n* jested the Clerk «»read the fourth »wsolut,on,
\U. Met. said he had very l.ttl® doubt, from the examination
he had l>een enabled to gi»e this subject, that it would be im¬

proper and inexpedient to givs th. power to the States in sd-
vance oi the action of each State on this particular subiect .

but at the same time be could not vote for that rssoJotion be¬
cause he brfeved it constitutjonaL He thought Conaress bad
power to give authority to the States in advance, and it seem¬
ed to him that any ooe who «r<Vuld refer to the ronstimtionai
provisions on that subject, would concur with him in that
opinion. The clause of the constitution which related to this
question was in the following words «. No State shall with
oot lhe consent of Congress, lay Juty M̂

V> hether that consent was givsc hsfore or after any action

^of Su"1' U WM cwtainly constitutional, be-
r*"1 o{ P^'"" "P"*. euthorhung Congre-

U» ti*e thsir consent to the States to impose these taaaage

duties. Hi* opinioc «u that the power could not be given to
the extent that had been contended for by some gentlemen on
tbis floor. He thoaght it'a very limited power, and upon the
lakes and upon the largest rivers of the United States, which
hud heretofore been improved by appropriations from Congress,
the power would ba of no avail. But at the same time (for
he ivauted to apeak briefly on the subject) be could not vote
lor this resolution, became he thought the power wan consti¬
tutionally in Congrtss to give authority to any State in this
Union to pass laws in regard 10 tonnage duties previous to the
action of the State itself. He could not, therefore, vote for
this resolution. He suggested an amendment to strike out
that part of »his resolution which related to the question of
constitutionality.

Mr. HUNT was very unwilling to consume the time of the
House, at this advatced suge of the session, in debating the
propositions contain«d in th*se resolutions. It was a subject
which had been very fully discussed on former occasions, not
only in this House but throughout the country, which had
been fully investigate^ by every gentleman here, and on wi tch,
no doubt, every on< was as fully prepared to vote without
further debate as they would be after days had been consum¬
ed in its further dfcwwstor..

Mr. ATKINSON wished to make an inquiry of the gentle¬
man. Being one of the Committee on Commerce, by which
.ttaie bill had been reported, Ue desired to know of the gen¬
tleman who was the chairman of that committee whether the
report had received the unanimous sanction of thd commit-
lot, or whether there were dissenting voices ; aud, if so,
who thev were.

Mr. HUNT replied that this subject was referred to the
Committee 90 Commerce at an early day of the session.
They had fek it their duty to investigate it and take some ac¬

tion on the various questions referred to them by the message
of the President, and the bill of the gentleman from South Ca¬
rolina (Mr. Ruett) in relation to tonnage duties. There had
been a verv full discussion of the sublet in committee, and
the conclusions arrived at were adopted by the majority of the
committee.the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Atki^so*)
and the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Simpiosj u.e-

senting from these resolutions.
He wished to call the attention of the House for a moment

to the true character of the resolutions as they had been cotn-
mented upon bv the gcntlemat from Michigan.

Mr. TURNER inquired if tie resolutions had been printed
Mr. HUNT replied that thry had, but not by the order of

the House.
Mr. TURNER hoped, thee, that the gentleman would al¬

low them to be referred, or at least postponed, until they could
be examined by all.

Mr. RHETT said if the tentlemen would agree to refer
them to the Committee of the VVhole on the state of the Union,
and fix any day on which tbey should come up, they would
lie perfectly ready to meet thim.

Mr. HUNT replied that the gentlemsn from South Carolina
would recollect that these ^solutions had been reported two
weeks ago, and that his cilleague (Mr. 8i*s) had at that
time got the floor, aud they liad gone over until this morning.
They had been printed in thfc papers of the city, and he could
not suppose it was necesearjr to take up any further time for
gentlemen to prepare to volet

Mr. LAHM inquired, in case the previous question were

moved and seconded, if it would be in order to call for a div(-
.ion so as to vote upon the rea>lution* separately

Mr. HUNT. Undoubted\jr.
Mr. LAHM said there were two for which he would vote.
Mr. HUNT proceed*! to my that the first resolution de¬

clared the power of Congreeete make improvements ofharbors
and rivers in all cases where they were " necessary to the
protection and facility of commerce with foreign nations or the
commerce among the 8tates." It *as a general declaration
of that power, in specific and precise phraseology, which he
thought could not be questioned. He believed every gentle¬
man had made up his mind on thst point.

Mr. FARAN wished to be allowed, while the gentleman
was on the first resolution, to put to him one question. That
resolution declared that the power of Congress extended to
all case* where it was necessary to facilitate commerce among
the States. He wished to a»k the gentleman whether be un¬
derstood the resolution to extend to esses of a local and not

purely if a national character »

Mr. HUNT replied that every gentleman would judge for
himself of the extent of the power granted to Congress by
the constitution to regulate commerce among the States. In his
opinion the power extended to all cases where it was necessary
to protect commerce among the States, whether the river* were

large or small, but it did not extend to purely local works.
As to the duty of this Government to exercise this power,

there was a difference of opinion ; but he believed there was

a majority of the Houee, and of the country, who were pre¬
pared to declare their opinions in fsvor of this also. But he
would not take op the time of the House.
He had a (ingle word to say in reference to the third reso¬

lution, which had been objected to by the gentleman f'om
Michigan, on the ground that it was disrespectful tq the Pre¬
sident of the United State.. It woukl be remembered that, at
the opening of the session, the President had thought it his
doty to send a message to this House, with the bill passed by
the last Congree^ containing his reasons for refusing M give
his asent to that bill. It could not have been supposed by
the President that this Congress would take any action on
that specific bill; there was an end of it, and the power of
Congress was exhausted when the President had refused his
absent to the bill j tod the only object in sending it here was

to make up an issue with Congress, snd (if any thing was

hoped to be secured) to control the setton ot Congress- That
me«asge had been referred to the Committee on Commerce,
and for what purpose * According to the view taken by tne

t committee, it was incum'.*nt on them to express, in proper
j form, their dissent from the message 5 and the resolution
simply declared that the reason* assigned by the President
were inefficient and unsatisfactory. The Committee on
Commerce felt them to be unsetisfactory. He belie«ed theyI were unsatisfactory not only to Congrees, hot the country ;
and he thought, upon a sutyeet of each magnitude,"when the
President had gone out of his way to proclaim in advance
that be would not give his assent to any measure winch
might be adopted for the protection of our national commerce,
that it was not only proper on the part of Congress, but that it
was eminently due to themeelves and the country to declare
their sentiments t that it was due to the importance of the
subject; due to the public opinion of the country ; aMI be
thought tbey would liall short of that duty if they 'sited to
record, in unequivocal terms, thst the judgment ot the Prem-
dent as to the coMtiiutional power of the Government, and tbe
objections he bad assigned to the exercise of that power; were

J not satisfactory, and would not control the action of Con-
"

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, remarked that the President of
I the United Stales never hesitated to declare his opinions of tbe
action of < ongraa^ and that he or hufnenda did not consider
thai disrespectful, eeen when done with the direct view to in¬

fluence the action of Congress.
Mr HUNT said ii was quite as respectful for Congress to

express their opinion apon the message of the President which
had been e >namurucate*i to them, as it was for the President
in advance to adviae Congrees of what his action woukl 'j*.
As to the fourth resolution, he entirely agreed with tbe gen¬

tleman from Michigan that it wu entirely within the power
of Congrees to give its assent to the imposition of tonnsge da-
ties by any State. That power was given in express terms

by the constitution. Bat in his opinion.and that was the
conclusion of the < ommittee on Commerce.it was not with¬
in the meaning and intent if the constitution that ( ongres*
should give its absent in feneral terms, in advance, to any law
a State might pass. Sneh . course would virtually abrogate
that clause ol the constitution which declared that Congress
should give its assent and autre nder up tbe whole power over

tonnage duties to the Stales without prohibition. The clause
of the constitution which tonferred this power was :

| .. No State ahall, withow the content of Congress, lay anyduty of tonnage, keep troop1 or ships of war in time of peace,
enter into an agreement or eomjtsct with another Stat-J, or
with a for' ign Power, or engage in war, unless actually invad-
ed, or in Km imraincnt danger it will not idiuit ofdtrby.'

These sever! 1 powers stood on the same footing, and were

grouped together under the same clause of the conetitution
Whst sort of a proposition would it be to give the consent of
Congress in advance to say State to engage in war or enter
into a treatv with a foreign Power'

Mr. McCl.EI.LAND wished to ask the gentleman whether
any agreement or contract with another State, or with a

foreign Power, could be enleted into by a State previous to
obtaining the consent of Congress '

Mr. HUNT replied. Certainly not. The practice always
had boen for the States to make' their afTeemente, and then
submit them specifically to theeanction of Congrees that they
might know when they gave their assent what they gave
ihetr assent to. The praeuoe with reference to tonnage du-
ties bad been the same, for ssveral States, ume after time, had
passed laws to impose tonnage duties.

Mr. IhOLlLLAlfD admitted that wasthe proper course,
and all the precedents went to show thst wee the course which
had heretofore been pursued. Bat at the same time there
was nothing in that clause whieh went to show that Congress
bad not the power, if they pleaeed to exercise it, to give their
consent to the 8tetes to impoeo tonnage duties previon* to any
action by tbe State, upon the subject

Mr. HUNT said his own opinion was that it would not be
. legitimate and proper exerciee of the power of Congrees to |

rive its content in advance lo the imposition of tonnage duties
by a State. But be was not tenacious as to tbe precis*- phrase¬ology of the resolution. If the gentleman objected to that
part which declared it to be contiary to the principles of the
constitution, he would give way to enable htm to oner an

amendment, and Submit the question to the sense ot the
House.

Mr. RHETT, in reference to the remark that all the pre¬
cedents went to show that Congress had never in anticipation
given its coiisent to the imposition of tonnage duties t>y tl.e
States, a*ki d whether the law authorizing the Statei of Geor¬
gia to lay tonnage duties for the improvement of the harbor
of Savannah did not give the consent of Congress in advance
of the action of the State J

Mr. HUNT thdught in that particular instance the gentle¬
man was cor^ct, although in other cases the law had pre¬
viously been passed by the State ot Georgia, and submitted to
the sanction of Congress.

Mr. RHETT asked whether the Senate had not given its
consent to treaties in anticipation of their being made Anu
had any body ever *nid that wa* unconstitutional

Mr. HUNT replied that they always knew what the treaty
..as. They had never given tbcir assent in general terms to
a treety of which they knew nothing.

Mr. RHETT said tbe gentleman was mistaken. I he se¬
nate had put dowr terms not in the treaty, and the other party
had come up to them. The treaty with Mexico, which had
now gone into effect, was an instance.

Mr. HUNT was not aware that the Senate in any instance
had given their assent to the formation of a treaty without at
the same time having indicated to them the specitic terms and
principles embodied in the treaty. But he was not tenacious
as to thii terms of the resolution, and was willing that it should
be modified to meet tbe objection raised.

Mr. THOMPSON, ofPennsylvania, desired to ask the gentle¬
man from New York a question. His second resolution affirm¬
ed the right to make the appropriation of money mentioned in
the first lesolution under the constitutional power to regulate
commerce, as we'll as the power to legislate for the "common
defence and general welfare." Under which clause did the
gentleman claim the power ?

Mr. HUNT replied that hte second resolution exprewiy de¬
rived the power from that clause which gave to Congress the
right to regulate commerce with foreign nations and among
the several States. It did not draw it all from the general-

Mr. THOMPSON said he would vote for the first resolu¬
tion, and against the second, because he believed the power
to make the grant was to be found under the constitutions

! power to regulate commerce, and only there- 110
lose the exercise of any such power under these expressions
of " common defence and general welfare. .

The third resolution be would not vote for. It could tend
to no useful purpose; we could discharge ourduty wi

the necessity of makins; this expression against the message o.

December last of the President.
As to the fourth resolution, he was opposed to it. Meoe-

lieved it constitutional, and that tonnage duties might be im¬

posed. Where vessels and boats paid no taxes for Slate pur¬
poses, it might be a most proper exercise of legislative '.uty
under a clear constitutional power to levy such duties, i! the

' Stat-s should feel disposed to do so. He was opposed to this
resolution, which denied the constitutional right to assent iii

advance that they tmght be laid.
....Mr HUNT would move to amend the fourth resolution by

striking out the words, "andcontrary to the principles of tbe
constitution." He Wotild also propose to amend the fifth re¬

solution, but, being informed by the Speaker that but one
amendment was in ordrtat a time, waived the latter amend
cent; and, remarking that he believed there was no necessity
tor further debate in order to an enlightened and deliberate
expression of the opinions of this House upon the subject, eg
raanded the previous question.

Mr. C.J INGERSOL.L inquired if the resolutions could
be divided, so as to take a separate vote on each '

The SPEAKER replied that they could after the previous
question was seconded

Mr. C. J. 1NGERSOLL. That is ail I want.
Mr. RHETT expressed his dissatisfaction that the chair-

I mar of the oomittee, after making his speech and moving
an amendment, should demand the previous question, but was
called to order.

. .;.*.. .Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, inquired if it was inj order to move to postpone the resolutions 1

The SPEAKER replied in the negative.
Mr RHETT mqutred if it was in order to move to go into

Committee of die Whole on the state of the Lnion; and, be-
ing answered affirmatively, he made that motion, which was
decided in the negative.Yeas 78, nays 101.
The ptevious question was then seconded, snd tee quest,on

I was stated. Shall tbe main question be now put '

Mr. McCLERN AND asked the yeas and uays, which were
ordered ; and tbey resulted as follows : Yeas 100, nays ,9.
So the main question was ordered to be now put
The amendment moved by Mr. Httst to the tour:h reso¬

lution.va. strike out the words '«and contrary to the prin¬
ciples of the constitution".wss agreed to.
The question then recurred on agreeing to the resolutions.
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, called for a uiwsioo

of the question, so as to take a separate vote on each resolu¬
tion s and the question was so divided.
The first resolution was agreed to by the following vote :

YEAS.Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Bsmnger, Bar¬
row, Metier. Bingham. Birdsall, B̂owfa,
Boy den, Brady, Buckner, Butler, Canby.Chsprasn.U g
man. Cocke, Collatuer, Collins, Conger. Cranston, Crowell,
CVorier, Deriin*, Dickey, Dixon, Dner Dsn.el Ihmean, Dunn
Eckert, Edwards, Embree, Alexander Lvans, Nathan Lvana,
Farrelly, Fisher, Fluuinoy, FrurdUy,
Gentry, Gid.iings, Goggin, Gott, Grinnell, Hide. Nathan K.
H*U James G. Hampton, Moaes Mamptoa, Henry, tlias B.
Holmes, John W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudaon, HuDlj"

lugersoll, lrvio, Jenkins, Robert W. John.., Joh» U.
JooeOKeller. Thos B. King, O. P. King. Uhm, \J m. T.
Lawrence, Sidney Lawrence, Le«er, Lincoln, Lvnde, Iscls^McClelland, Mctlvaine, Joh M»n, H.
head, Morris. Mullin, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Outlaw, Paltrey,
Peck, Pendleton, Petrie, Peytw.Kllock. Preaeon, Pu .

Reynolds. Richardson, Julins moekwr«il,V^hirrel'Roman, Root. Kunisey, St John, Schenck, Sheppeid, Shirrel,
Silvester, Slingerland, Caleb B. Snu^obertJ^T>Jmail Smiili, Stanton, Starksrather, Stephens, Clias- L M .

Tallmailr, Tavlor, Thibodaux, J».«lhomli^.RichardW.Tbon»pson,JohnB.Thom^n,\Ni^Tbompwn,Tmr to®,
j Turner. Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, Wentworth, bite, and

^VAv7.Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale
don, Boyd, Brodbead, William G. brown, Albert G. Brown,
Burt, C'haae, Franklin Clark. Beverly L. CUrk Ho«eU
Cobb. W. R- W. Cobb, Cummins Dickinson, raran.
thvrston. FieWln, Fries Green, W. P. H^^o^Hj.ralson, Harmaason, Harris, Hill, George t-HowWm,.Jameson, A. Johnson, James H. Johnson, George Jo"£»Kennon, Lord, Lumpkin, MoClernand McDowell, .Ickay,
Miller, Peaslee, Phslps. Pilshury, Rhett. R«hey. Sawyer,
Simpson. Sims, Smsrt, Thomas, Jacob '
Thompson, Yenable, Wallace, W isk, N\ 'ley. Willisms, and
Woodward.59.

.Mr. TURNER moved to reconsider this vole, sitting that
he had made the motion to reconsider that he might be ena¬
bled to gi*e his reason, why he was opposed to the passe«e
of these resolutions at this time.

. .Mr. COBB, after consultation with the genieman from U-
Hnois, moved that the House resolve itself into Committee of
the Whole on tbe state of the I nun. He intimated that, it
this m >tiun should be agreed to, the gentleman from Illinois
would retain the floor for to-morrow. Agreed to.

Thphjday, Ji'LY 6, 1848.
The business first in-order w*« the report of the Committee

>n Commerce, and accompanying resolution*, on the message
of the President assigning hi* reasoue for withholding hi*
..netion to the river and harbor btii of last suasion, the memo¬
rial of the Chicago Convention, and various other memorial*
for the improvement of river* and harbor*.
The pending motion was to reconsider the vote of yesterday

by which the first resolution wa* agreed to.
Mr. TURNER, who wa* entitled to the floor, rose and oc¬

cupied sn hour in giving expression to his view* on the sub¬
ject af internal improvement*, and in opposition to the Cmn-
mit'ee on Commerce in reporting the resolutions before the
Home. When he concluded.

Mr. WENTWORTH sskI, if any member of this House
ought td Speak on this question, one coming from hie locality
ought to be heard in relation to itj but there were an immense
number of meaaares before Congress which ought to be acted
upon befota the adjournment, and before ha eat down he should
therefore move to lay the motion to reconeider on the table.
This waa the first Whig Congress that he had ever attended,
and it was the only Congress he bed seen delay so long the
passage of a bill for harbor and river improvements. After
commenting on this fact he called upon the Houne to print tire
Chicago memorial, the report thereon, and Mr. Polk's veto mes¬

sage in one document, that they might go to the country and
be read by the people together. He concluJcd by moving to
lay the motion to reconsider on the table.
The motion was agreed to. *.

Mr. PRESTON, by leave, from the Committee on the Li¬
brary, to which was reform! Senate bill to purchsne the pa¬
pers of Alexander Hamilton, deceased, reported die same beck
to th« House without amendment, Committed.

FudaV, July 7, 1848.

DISBANDING THE OFFICERS OF THE ARMY.
Mr. BOTTS, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to

which v»u referred the amendments of the Senate to the bill
of the House to amend the act entitled an act supplemental to
an act entitled "An act providing for the prosecution of the
existing war between the United States and the republic of
Mexico and for other purposes," reported the same back to the
House with amendments.

This bill relates to the disbanding of the officers of the army
at the close of the war with Mexico.
The amendment of the Senate postpones the execution of

the bill until the fourth of March, 1849.
On motion of Mr. BOTTS the House proceeded to the

consideration of the said bill and amendments.
Air. JONES, of Tennessee, was opposed bolh to the bill

and to the amendments. He was opposed to continuing these
officers in the service. He thought the time had armed, by
the proclamation of the President that the war was termina¬
ted, when that law which is now attempted to be extended to
the 4th of March next takes effect, and it became the duty of
the President to execute that law. He could see no necessity
for continuing any of these officers in the service longer than
the emergency which called them into the service. The emer¬
gency hiving ceased, they should not be continued in the ser¬
vice of the oountry, and therefore he moved that the btll and
its amendments be committed to the Committee of the Whole
on the state of the Union.

Mr. GENTRY, as at present advised, and with the infor¬
mation before him, concurred in the views presented by hie
colleague (Mr. Josm) fully. When legislation was had by
Congreas for the creation of additional officers of the army, it
was deemed sound policy to provide that when the public
necessity which required this creation of officers should have
passed away, the law by which they were created should pro¬
vide for the termination of their office at the end of the war.
He saw no reason nor public policy which required a change
in this respect. , Why should they suspend the operation of
the law to the 4th of March next ? They might as well sus¬

pend the law which provides for disbanding the rank and tile.
the private* as well as officers. If the exieting law should
operate injuriously.if any officer haa rendered pre eminent
service*, which would commend him as an exception from its
operation, let the law take effect, and then let a special law-
be passed to restore him to his rank. But it was proposed to
keep in the service all the officers until the 4th of March next.
He could not, he repeated, see any reason for thia suspension
of the opeiation of the law ; he preferred,' as he had atated,
that those who were meritorious should be restored to their
rank by special law.

Mr. BOTTS said there was certainly no reason why he,
as a member of the Committee on Military Affairs, or as the
cr.airmanof that committee, should feel any particular anxiety
for the passage of this bill. But it became his duty as the
organ of that committee to atate to the House the reasons why
they had agreed to concur in some of the amendmenta of the
Senate, and to propose amendments to others.

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, inquired if thia bill did not
make an appropriation, and, therefore, i£ aa a matter of course,
it must not go to the Committee of the Whole on the state of
the L'nion '

The SPEAKER said he was not aware that the bill con-'
taiLed an appropriation, but the gentleman from Alabama
must be aware that, if it did, it had already been in Committee
of the Whole on the atate of the Union, bad been passed by
this House and sent to the Senate, whence it had come with
some amendmenta.

Mr. BURT assured the gentleman from Alabama the bill
made no appropriation.

Mr. HOUSTON said it might not in direct terms, but he
thought it would be found that a large amount was involved.

Mr. BOTTS again roee for the purpose of making an ex¬

planation of the character of this bill, and of the neceasiiy of
its passage. Personally he should be satisfied with any action
the House might take upon it. He would repeat what he
said yesterday respecting the case which waa now presented
to the House. He then recapitulated the provisions of the
law of the last Congreaa, which provides that on the restora¬
tion ef peace the tnajor generals then in eommiseioa shall be
reduced to one, and the brigadier generals to two. Thts bill,
which bad been to the Senate and had come back with an

amendment, must therefore either be passed immediately, or

the unavoidable consequence would be that either Gen. Scott
or Gen. Taylor must be atricken from the roll, and iikewiae
all brigadier generals save two, who would be retained at the
discretion of the President of the United States. The time
has arrived when the act, whose provisions he had quoted,
would be in full force, the President's proclamation of peace
having been published, unless this bill were paased thia day.
The Henate, instead of repealing this section of the act,

pr .poses to suspend it till the fourth day of March next;
ard this not only aa re»pecta general officers, but all other
officers connected with the army. The object of this, Mr-
B. said, was simply to allow time for more judicious legisla¬
tion than could now be possible. It was not hereby intended
to retain these officers in commission until the 4th of March ;
but as they would, under the operation of the exieting law, go
out immediately ou the proclamation of peace, and no time
now remained for deliberation, the postponement was made
te prevent auch a result, and gain the time necessary to act
understanding^ in the case. It was in contemplation by beth
Houses to provide for the country a peace establishment. Now,
until it should have been decided what number of froopa were
to be retained in the service, it could not of course be ascer¬
tained how many officers it would be neceseary to retain. It
was understood, as of course, that more would be required
than were in commission before the war, especially if the
peace eetabliKhment wa» to be increased, aa it probably would
be. How, then, waa it posaible for Congress to decide in an
hour bow many of the officera now in commission should be
dismissed 1 It waa impoaaible ; and to give the House time
for deliberation the Military Committee proposed that there
atiould be a postponement, as recommended by the Senate,
should the House agree to do thia, it would be competent to

repeal the provision to-morrow, if it so pleased, and go on to

provide a peace establishment. To rrpeal the law at once
would inflict great hardahip on eome of the officers. Mr. B-
cited particularly the case of meritorious captains who had
recently been promoted to a majority.

Mr. GENTRY said that if the object of suspending wae

no mare than what had now been stated, he shoold give it kia
hearty concurrence ; but the terms of the amendment were

general and sweeping. If its effect was confined to olficets
promoted, he should have no objection to it. But what did
we want with all these additional generala * Off with their
epaulets ! The war was now o»er, and there was no need
ot retaining them a day longer.

Mr. BOYDEN suggested, in rjply to Mr. Bott», that the
proclamation of peace, though made to-day, was cated on the
4th instant; so, if there was any force in what the gentleman
had aaid on that subject, the officers were out of the eeivice
already.

Mr. BOTTS said that he had not before asserted that all
the officer* would go out, but only those of a high grade. He
would not undertake to aay whether the proclamation would
take effect in law from the day of ita date or the day of it*
promulgation. He should suppose it would be reckoned from the
day when it was made known to the world. .It might be dated
a month back. Four of the oldert and ,n**t meritorious cap¬
tains in the line, without any request of their own, had been
promoted to be majors. Now, there" could not be a mora

glaring and more monstrous act of injustice than that these
men, without a fault, should in their did age be legislated out
of offic» Were there time to do what whe defired by hie
friend from Trnneseee, (Mr. Gk!*tbt,) Mr. B. should be ae

ready ss be ; but it was because of the want of time that, in

order to avoid oppression and raahneea, he wish*] to pompon*
the repeal of the act, and retain theae odices, not until the 4th
of Match next, but until there ahould'be g lab opportunity of
acting on their case without inflicting"injuaficr

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that the Houae
go into Committee of the Whole <m thepsiyate calendar.

Mr. VINTON said, if that motion waa pressed, he should
move to go into Committee of the Whole dh the atate of the
Union.

,

The question being put on Mr. Roc a vtit'l motion, it was
negatived.

Mr. VINTON then moved to go into Committee of the
Whole on the state of the Union.

Mr. 8AWYER demanded the yeas and nVys, bat the
House refused to order them ; and voted, under a tOOnt by
tellers, in favor of the motion.Ayes «9, noea ftflr

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that the Houae
resolve i'self into Committee of the Whole on the private ca¬
lendar. Lost. ,

go tbe Houae resolved itaelf into Committee of the Wfcole
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Root in the chair.)

H ILLIAN B. WEBB,
Attorney mmd CmmmtUmr at hmt,

Washington, D. C.
Will attend to all busineae entrusted to him with promptn<*«

. rd fidelity, to raita b«fbr« the several Courts of the District,
private eolleetions, aad to the presentation and proeeewtioo

ot Land, Pay, Feauoa, and other Claim* before CoafreM or

the several Departments.
CMflce and residence on 6th, between D aad E streets.
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